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by the Sisters of Nevers,1 who arrived in 1922. Three
Canadian Congregations which have lately come to Kyushu;
Franciscan nuns, Spanish Mercedarias, and Esclavas del
Sacramento now work on the main island; while the
Dominicans and the Sisters of Notre Dame de Montreal
work in the north. Of late years Japanese congregations
have been established; one, at Nagasaki, was founded by
two religious who had been trained in the Novitiate of
the Society of the Sacred Heart at Marmoutier.
Beginning in Tokyo under the difficulties which must
necessarily attend the work of nuns in a pagan land, of
women trained in Western culture who have to adapt them-
selves to an Eastern setting, the religious found that they
had something to give which this grateful and appreciative
people were ready to accept. With efficient and well-
equipped government schools growing up rapidly around
them, many Japanese women could nevertheless see the
value of the education offered them, under difficulties, by
the convent schools. There was something about the
aloofness of the cloistered religious, something about their
manners and the symbolism which surrounded their way
of life which attracted minds as refined and beauty loving
as they are intelligent and penetrating. This way offered to
the learner was based upon clear principles and was the
cause of that serenity which had a peculiar appeal for youth
trained to quieten its heart in meditation2 and to practise
self-control.
Although the days had long passed when the traditional
reverence for the teacher found voice in the ma-gtm : " Let
not the pupil tread within three feet of his teacher's
1 At Osaka.
1 This is, or was, a regular exercise in Japanese schools.    See article by
Reverend Mother Stuart cited above.